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DEDICATI" N.

the entrance of the new year puts me

in mind that I am obuo 'd by duty,
as [ am fway’d by mdmanon not to
conclude withour wifhung you the
happy enjoyment of this and many
more to come. Whether fuch a within
itfelf may be agrecable ta your Lord-
fhip I know not; bur if it be a faule,
’tis whart every one is guilty of who
withes well to his country. And of
“this number I take lcavc to fubfcr1b¢
my fc]f

 Your Lordjlnps .
- Mo/f dewted
' Moﬁ obedzmt, and

.. J

: - Moft Immble Serwm',
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the Copernicarn {yftem with one only motion, ~but
in vain inquired afrer workmen to make an inftru-
ment for difcerning it ; the want of which is mat-
ter of great lamentation to the curious.

His fame in religion made him to be {fo much im-
pottuned by his friends and fuperiors, who wanted
to make ufe of his labours in their profeffion, and
his genius was fo averfe to a court life, that, with
the duke of Mantua’s faveur and approbation, he
retired from his court.

Befide his skill in human literature, logic, phi-
lofophy, theology, and all the mathematics, he was
perfe&ly well vers'd in the common law, underftood
@ great deal of the civil, was well acquainted with
medicin, anatomy, botany and mineralogy, and
had a fufficient underflanding of divers tongues, be-
fide the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and Chaldean ; all
which knowledge united in a perfon of riper years
would have been very furprizing ; but our Father
had not yet exceeded 2z, at which age he was con-
fecrated prieft.

He went that year to Milan, whither he was fent
for by cardinal Borromeo (afterwards fainted by the
name of St. Carlo) who was then purging the
churches and cloifters from ignorant and vicious
confeflors. He made ufe of him, contrary to his
inclination, to hear confeffions in the churches, had
an uncommon efteem for him, and took great de-
light iv his company. .

It happened that before he left the dutchy of
Maxna, he was profecuted by the inquifition there,
for maintaining that the article of the trinity could
ot be deduced from the firft chapter of Genefis s
But he excepred againft the judge, rot only becaufe
Lie was of tise aceufers party, but for his unacquain-

tednedfs
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XX The LIFE of

Ralian tra&, which he wrote at the requeft of a
prince, wherein he clearly explains the whole ftate
of the myfterious controvetfy.

The .{aid fix years were not long expird, but
Gabriel, the general of the order of Servi, dying,
was fucceeded by his aforefaid nephew Maeftro
Santo, who had his uncle’s ambitious views, tho’
not his power. His uncle had charg’d him upon his
death-bed, to attempt nothing of moment in his
province without confulting Father Paul; but the
veneration always paid to this great man was fuch
an eye-fore to him, that he defpair’d of abfolute -
~dominion till thdMaid mote was removed, which it
" feems he was refolv’d on, per fas & nefas, tho” he

never liv'd to accomplifh it.
To this end he reproached him, in a chapter of
the order, that hc had worn a hat, contrary to a
“form that had been publithed in the time of Gre-
gory X1V ; that he had worn pantables of the
Fiench fathion, hollowed in the foles, by which he
alledged he had forfeited his privilege of voting .in
" the chapter, and that at the end of mafs he did not
ufe to repeat the Salve gRegina. But thefe things
were no fooner mentioned than they were exploded
by the Vicar-General, the Provincial, and the
whole Aflembly, with the utmoft indignation.
His pantables were indeed taken off by the
judges order, and carry’d to the tribunal ; which
gave birth to a faying that is remembered to this
“day, wviz. Effer il Padre Paolo coff incolpabile & integro,
che fivio le fue pianiffe erano fiate canonizate. Father
Paul was fo blamelefs and pure, that his very pantables
were canoniz’d.  And as to hisnot reciting the Salve
Regina, he had very good authority to omit it, be-
caufe it was contrary to the rites of the mafs,
and, by a patticular order of about thirty friers,
declar’d












-

*

‘xxiv T LIFE o

difpute 5 which being attack’d by Cardinal Bel/z=
min, the Father was under a neceflity of defen-
ding both the book and the preface; which de-
fence was printed, and is ftill extant, under the
title of The Apokgy of Johannes Gerfon ; .in which
the author has made a noble difcovery both of his
Jearning and modelty. ‘

Soon after this our Father wrote another folid
pious treatife, intitled Confiderationi fopre e Cenfure,
i. e. fome thoughts upon the cenfure; which was
attack’d, among many others, by Bozio a Carmelite
irier, whom Father Paxl thought fit to an{wer by
a trcatife, intitled Le Cenfirmationi, or Confirma-
tions, which came out under the name of Fulgeutio,
whom, as himfclf owns, the Father dircéted ard
affifted to compofe it. ‘The Father alfo wrote that
called La aggivnia e fupplimenso all. Hiftoria degli
Ufcocchi, A Supplement to the Hiftory of the Ulfccques;
aund another little tra& De Fure Afylou Petri Sarpi
Furis, which is the name the Father was known
by abroad ; and, by order of the $enate, he com-
pofed a treatifc of the jmmunity. of confecrated
places in the dominions of Penice, with the par-
ticular laws and treaties made with the Popes; and
-another long manufcript treating of the office of
inquifition at Pemice, which, tho’ of particular ufe
to that Republie, who kept it up a long time as a
jewel, was rcverchelefs publifh’d at laft, and proves
of gencral ule to mankind. About the fame timg,
a treatife of the interdit was compiled by him,
_and the {ix other divines which were then employ’d
by the Commonwcalth to examine their difterer.ce
with the Pope. '

- He took 4o mnch pains to be inform’d of 2ll the
proceedings of- tuc Council of Tieqr from minifters
W0 werce prefent ac 1t, thag tis hot to be doubred
g : T : but
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endured incredible torture, by the taking off his
plaifters, and dilating the orifices; and the bone of

his upper jaw being broken, occafion’d inflamma-

tions, which frequently threw him into Fevers till
it was healed s yet for all this, he behaved with his
ufual piety and conftancy, and was cven merry
fometimes in the extremity of his pains of which
Fulgentio gives us this fingular inftance, wiz. That
once when his wounds were dreffing, and no lefs than
a dozen phyficians and chirurgeons attending him,
Agquapendente {aid, the greateft wound was not yet cured;
to which the Father reply’d immediately, Ay, but
the world will have it that it was given STYL O R O-
MAN £ CUR 1A, which fct them all a laugh-
ing. And the fame night being in bed, and told
that the dagger was in the room which the Ruflians
left fticking in his head, he defired to fee it, and
feeling it with his fingers, faid it wasnot filed. He
that pulled the dagger out of his wound would fain
have kept it as his due; but confented that it fhould
be preferved as a public memorial of the divine
goodnefs to the Father ; and that therefore it thould
be hung at the feet of a crucifix in the church of the
Servi, where it was accordingly placed with this
infcription, DEI FILIO LIBERATORL
’Tis remarkable, that the Father feem’d very
much concern’d, for fear that the aflaffins, when ap-~
prehended, fheould confefs fomething that might
give fcandal to the world, and prejudice to reli-
ion: o
8 *Tis farther obfervable; that the day after the
Father was wounded, hearing of the death of M
de Maiffe, it fo much affeGted him; that he could not
forbear exprefling himfelf on that occafion to Peter
Alfelineau after this manner: W% bave hft our dear
Friend M. de Maiffe. This is a wound which admits no
s remedy
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vemedy ; but in this frail flate we muft expelt either to be
Jpettators, or a fpellacle.

It is now high time to give an account how this
villanous attempt upon the Father was refented by
the moft ferene the Doge and Senate of Penice.

The Senate being afiembled when the news came,
immediately broke up in a mighty confternation,
and the Council of Ten fitting at the fame time,
there wasthat evening as great a concourfe of fena-
tors in the convent of Servi, as if they had in-
tended to have held the fenate there. They fent
money fo the monaftery to defray the charge of his
‘cure,, deputed perfons of note every day to vific
him, commanded the phyficians to report his con-
dition to them from time to time, and rewarded
Signior Aquupendente in particular with the honour
of knighthood, and a rich chain and medals, for
conftantly attending his patient. At the {fame time
every thing imaginable was done for the Father’s
future fecurity. The murtherers, who were pre-
fently known, were {ubje&ed to the fevereft decree
of banifhment that the fupreme Council ever pafs’d
for the worit of crimes; and proclamations were
printed, with ample rewards for all fuch as fhould
difcover any future confpiracies form’d againft the
Father’s life, and the fame for killing or apprehen-
ding thofe who made the attempt. ‘They alfo or-
der’'d an allowance, at the public charge, to main-
tain a guard for him, that fhould have the liberty
of bearing arms of any kind, and appointed him a
houfe at St Mark’s, where he might {pend his days
in fecurity. But the Father refolving never to quit
his monaftic life, petition’d that he might be per-
mitted to continuc in his monaftery, where he. had
liv'd fo long, that he faid it was become his natu-
ral element, and that he could not tell how to live

out
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out of it. In this the government were pleas’d
to gratify him, only they caus’d fomc additions to
be made to his apartment, from whence, by a
fmall gallery and fteps, he had the convenicncy to
take boat ; then paffing through Mercer’s-fEreet he ar-
tiv’d at St. Mark’s ; and returning the fame way, as
he fometimes did by night, from the public fervice
to his monaftery, he avoided the blind alleys in
which he was liable to be way-laid: And during
the remaining fixteen years of his life, he feldom ot
never convers’d out of his chamber, except at
Church, in the RefeGory, or other public places.

He fpent the refidue of his life in holy medita-
tions, and in the moft ftudious appiication to the
fervice of the State, or his neighbours; for in all
forts of caufes, even of the greateft difficulty,
as teftaments, marriages, infeoftments, heredita-
ments, and arbitrations, thcy came to him for ad-
vice from all parts of the Republic; and he gave
mild and folid anfwers to all, and with as much
readine(s as if he had becn every man’s advocate,
and as if he had never ftudy’d any thing but
the point in queftion; for tho’ his anfwers and
refolutions were furprizingly quick, yet they feem’d
to be the effe@ of mature deliberation, and not
capable of being render’d better. In ecclefiaftic
controverfies efpecially he was eflleem’d an oracley
infomuch that when univerfitics and colleges were
confulted, if the Father was of a different opinion,
his had always the preference. And ’tis yet more
admirable, that in the various and intricate affairs’
of benefices, and other kinds of ecclefiattical cor=
trovetfies which camc before him, cven the Court
of Rome €ould never find any thing in his judgmen 8
worthy of cenfure; and Fulgentio defics all thit -

knew the Father, to prove that he ever ert’d in his
‘ ¢ a decifions;
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Francefeo, another Perugian frier, to the univerfity
of Padua, on pretence of being a ftudent. From
thence he us'd to go to the Serwites College in
Venice, where he contradted an acquaintance with
frier Anthony of Viterbo,” who was very familiar
with Father Paul, and fcrv’d him as a writer.
The Father obferv’d a clofe correfpondence be-
twixt them, which he fufpe@ed was not lawful ;
therefore he forbad Francefco to come thither again,
and tpld his amanuenfis Antonio, that he muft not
expeét to enter his chambers, if: he had any more
to do with him. Neverthelefs they ftill carry’d on
a private correfpondence, by lettess fent to Autonioy
by a Few, one of which being intercepted, when.,
Antonio was not at home, and carry'd to the Fa-~
ther, gave a firong fufpicion that fome mifchief was
a hatching; and it was foon after confirm’d, by a
packet of letters dropt in the veftry, where they
had had a meeting at break of day. The Sacriftan
immediately carry'd the packet to Father Fulgentio,,
who found the letters in cyphers, and fuppos’d they
contain’d {fome bufinefs of no fmall importance, be-
caufe Bernardo had written to Francefeo, to folicit
Antonio ro difpatch the Quadragefimale; fince that
not only the 400 ctowns were ready, and.fhould.bg
put into his hands, but that the, 1poco, and;more
too, were as ready and fure. In fome of them he
faid, ¢ That Signior Padre, and’others, by whom
¢ were meant perfons not inferipr to Cardinals, did
 all of ‘em defive the Quadragefimale; that the
¢ Father-General of the Servi_ bid. him not-doubt
¢ of being canoniz’d; that Signior Padre hag caufed
¢ all other fuitors to withdraw- to give himy au-
*¢ dience:” With many fuch. particulars.  Which
bein® made known to’ Father Paul, he prefently
fmoak’J their detign, and immediately difmils’d Au-
oo ) om0

L3 Do
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tonio from his chamber and the convent, but defir'd
Fulgentio to fay nothing at all of the matter, till it
was poffible to come at the whole fecret of the con~
trivance. But Fulgentio carry’d the letters, without
any more ado, to the inquititors of the State; and
telling how he came by them, Fraicefco and Antonio
both were apprehended. It appear’d by the coun-
ter-cypher, that the Quadragefimale was the word
for the three methods by which they intended to
take away his life: One was, that whereas the Fa-
ther had a relaxation of the Sphiniter ani, and was
oblig’d to keep that part thav’d once a week, which
he would admit no body to do but his fervant the
frier Antonios that therefore Antonio thould take that
opportunity to give him a mortal cut with his
razor ; but the frier defir’d to be excus’d from this,
in a letter to Rome, 'wherein he affirm’d that the
very fight of blood naturally made him fwoon.

The fecond was a defign of poifon, by which,
faid they, ’tis poffible with one bean to catch two
pidgeons, wiz. Father Paul and his friend Fulgentio,
But this, tho’ better lik’d by Antonio than the for-
mer, was attended with fuch difficulties that it was
not practicable.

The third, on which they rely’d moft, was, that
frier Amonio fhould take the print of the keys of
the Father’s chamber in wax, in order to make falfe
keys, thereby to introduce the murderers by night.
But the whole was deteced and prevented in the
manner above mention’d.

The Council of Ten being refolv’d to fearch to
the bottom of it, fentenc’d tather Fraucis to be
hang’d, with this alternative, that if he made a full
difcovery of the whole plot, and explain’d all the
letters, that then he thould only be puniflh’d with a
year’s imprifonment, and after that, perpetual ba-

o €4 nifhment
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nilhment from the Penetian dominions. And accor-
di gly he chofe to make a full difcovery, even of
more facts than were publickly known, the govern-
m:nt having fuch a regard to religion, that they
- thought fit to conceal every thing that did rot ma-
9i{f{:ﬂly tend to intcrrupt the exceution of their mild
jaltice. '

But fo good natur’d was Father Paul, that he
often beg’d upon his knees, that for his own fake,
who had done the Republic fuch eminent fervices, his
enemies might not be made public fpe&acles, to the
difhonour of his religion, and was griev'd to the
heart that hislife thould be the ruin of others; and
’twas believ’d that the alternative above-mention’d
was chiefly .owing to the Father’s earneft intrea-
tics,

Notwithftanding the treacherous attempts be-
fore ‘mention’d were thus brought to light and
jpftice, yetr the Father was advertis’d of other
plots that were afterwards hatch’d againft him;
one of which was a defign to take him alive, and
tranfport him in a bark into another’s dominions.
But the caution us’d for his prefervation frufirated
all their defigns; befides that the confpirators find-
ing the Pope’s refentment againft him begin to
cool, thought fuch a piece of fervice would be lefs
zcceptable than formerly.

" Among other warnings this was one: A young
nan came to Penice armed like a foldier, but in
cartiage and habit more like a frier, who would
1eeds {pedk with Father Paul.  But none being per-
L. itted to have accefs to him, except he was very
v ¢ll known, or introduc’d by fome particular friend,
| € addrgfs’d himfelf to Fulgentio, telling him that he
1 ad fomething of the urmolt importauce to fay to
t.¢ Father, and chat if he might but fpeak Ihjl.th

him,
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was no fooner dead, than the populace reveng’d the
injury he had done him, and forced the libeller to
quit the dominions of Penice. '

After this, the pope beginning to have an opi-
riion® of the Father’s goodnefs and piety , feem’d to
be.pretty well reconciled to him, as fufficiently ap--
pears from this one inftance, wiz. The bithop. of
Tine’s caufe, who was profecuted by the inquifition
at Venice, being refer'd to Father Paul, he gave it
fo much in favour of the bifhop, that inftead of
being reproved, he obtain’d feveral privileges both
for' his church .and perfon. This pleas’d the pope -
{o' well', that he faid,  “ He. had heard indeed
“ from- many ' hands that the Father was a
« great friend to jhftice, and a man of extraordina-
" ry- prudence and fincerity ”. On the other hand,
the Father pray’d God to fend the pope a long life ;
and he often faid to his friends by way of prophe-
cy, that he believ’d pope Pauxl ow'd him no more
ill will; but that when he died, his fucceffor would
revive the old controverfy, becaufe it was only
skin’d over, and would break out again; in which -
it appear’d that he was not at all deceiv’d.

- The Father was neverthelefs in great repute with
the moft eminent prelates at Rome, who, when they
had oceafion to {peak of him, fhew’d that they
thonght Lim.an homeft ‘'man, apd'a man of great
. lcarning. Cardinal Bellarmin however lamented in
public that fo little account was made of fo con-
fiderable a man, and faid that he wifh’d he could
have been-reconciled to the fervice of the holy fee,
tho’ (zys he) they had given him but a dry flower to
Jnell o for he imagin’d the Father had reafon to
be very angry with thecourt of Rome, becaufe pope
Clement had refufed him two [mall bithopricks,
iz, “Melopotarno, and that of Nona in Dalmatia. The

cardinal
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and commerce with his body.. He was now very
indifferent how the world ‘went, which had been al-
ways his favourite inquiry ; and the only delight he
had when he awoke, was, after divine meditations,
to think of his mathematical and aftronomical fi-
gures ; and he would often fay, fmiling, how fertile
have my brains been of invention ? And tho’ his
foul had all the indications of one ready to leave
the body, yet he did not quit his poft, telling his
friends who advis’d him to be fparing of his labour,
That his duty was to ferve, not to live, and
that no man fhould be afraid to die in his profeflion.
His friends ufed to blame him for his indifcretion in
ftudying as hard in his declining age, as he did when
he was younger and ftronger, a reproof which plea~
fed him, but did not reform him. He was fo far
now from concealing his illnefs, that he gave plain
tokens that he fore-faw his approaching diffolution,
and fpoke of it freely as a debt to nature, and as a
long reft after 2 weary journey. Befides his devout
ejaculations, which he qften repeated with fentences
of Icripture, he would moft frequently fay, Nunc
dimittis, Domine, fervum tuum; Lord, now let thy fer-
vant depart in peace. He ufed to fay to his fami-
liar friends, Courage my maflers, we are almoft at our
~jowrney’s end ; adding, in a facetious manner, that
he could now be aflured his death would be no
miracle, fince he had furvived Baranius, Bellarmii,
Colonna , and the Pope himfelf, as well as many
others, that had written for the court of Rome, tho’
younger than he ; for which reafon there would be
no room for the rath judgment that is too often
pronounc’d, in their writings, upon whoever dies in -
difgrace wich that court, wiz. That they died after
- a ftrange manner; and were punifhed fome how or
other by God himfelf, as if that juft being, who
' governs
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pafs’d his time, fitting upon a ftool, and hearing one
read to him, '
In all thefe his latter days he made a thorow en«
quiry into the ftate of his feul, with an entire re~
fignation of it to God, and a heart as chearful as
his body was afflid@ed, concealing his ficknefs {o
mueh from thofe who were prefent, that they
could fcarce difcover it but by his want of {trength,
and his loathing of food.
 When his phyfician and cordial friend Peter Affe-
linean view’d his excrements, the Father put his
finger to his mouth, as a caution te be filent, and
then freely told him his condition; but defir’d him
not to difcover it to Father Fulgentio, that it might
not afli® him, becaufe he had endeavour’d to
poflefs him with an opinion that he fhould have a
long ficknefs, and that it might perhaps turn to a
quarcan ague.  He often faid in hislife-time, that
he hoped he fhould know when he was near his
end, but that he would not {peak of it to any of
the convent, befides Fulgentio; becaufe it would on-
ly breed confufion, and make them negle& thofe
duties which God would not have omitted 3 but he
did not obferve this rule, and would not let hiscon-~
dition be known even to Fulgentio, any farther than
it manifefted itfelf. It muft not be forgot, that on
Thurfday morning he defir’d the prior of the Convent
to recommend him to the prayers of the Fathers;
and thar he would bring him the holy {acrament ;
adding, that he had liv’d in the poverty of the re-
ligion, without any thing of his own; and that as
whatfoever was in his chambers was granted him
for his ufe, fo it was now, as it had been always,
at the free difpofal of his fuperiors ; and he gave
him the key of a eupboard, wherein was the re-
mainder of what the republic had beftow’d upon
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him, nothing being lock’d up but what was in that
cupboard, and one more, in which were the wri-
tings that concern’d the public. He again put on his
cloaths as ufual, and {pent all that morning in hea-
ring his friend Fulgentio, or frier Marco his amanuen-
fis, rcad Pfalms, or fome paffages of the Evange--
lifts, particularly of our Saviour’s fufferings, ma-
king them ftop whenever he enter’d into any devout
meditation. He often try’d to kneel ; but tho’ the
{pirit was willing, the flefh was too weak. As foon
as mafs was ended, the fathers of the monaftery be-
ing call’'d together by a little bell, went in procef-
" fion, with torches in their hands, and the prior at
. their head carrying the holy facrament, which he
received with fuch marks of piety, as drew tears
from all that flood about him, and convinced them
that he was well prepar’d to die.

* He was always unwilling to let any body watch
with him in the,night, faying it only ferv'd for
pomp, and to incommode others, and that it did
higxfclf more harm than good to fee them lofe their
reft.

He was {o ftri& an obferver of the rites of the
Church, that notwithftanding the many new ones
which wer: introduc’d in the ten preceding pope-
doms, he readily comply’d with all of them, tho’
hie did not heartily approve of them ; faying, that
things of cuftom had their remedies, but that inno-
vations were never without incurable mifchiefs :
He was always, not from fuperftition, but a habit
to fct 2 good cxample, a very ftri& obferver of Lent,
infomuch that on Friday, the morning before he
dy’d, he would not eat broth, or any thing that
was not proper for the day ; and it was fo hard to
perfwade him to have any but Lems-fare for his din-

: ner,
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ner, that he ask’d his cook whether hc ufed to makk
his friends break fafting days.. '
The night before he dy'd, when he was almoft
fpent for want of reftoratives, tho’he had then three
companions who fate up with him, he only took of
fuch neceflaries as lay ready at hand, and was heard
to fay nothing diftin&ly, except now and then 0b Dio!
Saturday, Jan. 14, 1623, the laft of his life, was
the only. day he fpent in his bed during his ficknefs ;
and tho’ his body was extremely weak, yet his mind
remain’d in its full ftrength, infomuch that the Doge
and Senate fending for our Fulgentio, to know how'
he did, and being anfwer’d that he was ftill the
fame Father Paul, in his judgment ind memory,
that he had been for feventeen years paft, they en-
joyn’d him to confult the Father upon threc very
important articles of ftate, to which the Fathec
caus’d diftin& anfwers to be written by his amanu-
enfis ; and the Senate having read them that very
night, conformed to his opinion in every point.
The Father ftill received vifits, and when night
came, he caufed St.Fobi’s account of our Saviour’s
paffion to be read to him, and fpoke of his own
nifery, and of his entire truft in tht blood of
Chrift, often comforting himfelf with thefe words,
Quem propofuit Desns mediatorem per fidem in [anguine
Jw. He faintly repeated feveral patlages our ot St.
Paul, lamcnted that he had nothing to prefent
God with on his part, but fin and mifery, and de<
fir'd to throw himfelf into the abyfs of divine
mercy ; a declaration which came frem him with
fo much fubmiffion, and yet fo much alacrity, that
it drew tears from all that were prefent.
He was agan vifited by the phyficians, who
fhewing a relu@ance to leave him without {fome

fpark of hope, Fulgentio {aid, the Father was nort a
da man
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Zentio very well obferves, *tis ftrange fuch apparitions
and noifes could be feen and heard fo far as Rome,
when he is fure they never were by thofe that lived
in the next chambers to his. The truth is, that the
Father dy’d with fo wonderful a chara&er for in-
tegrity and piety, that ‘twas generally faid, if he
had becn in the favour of the court of Rome, and
ferv’d its intcreits, he would have been canoniz’d
for a faint. L .

His death was fuch good news to Rome, that the
then Pope could not help {peaking of it as the handy
work of Ged to take hin: out of the world, as if it had
been a miracle for a man to dic at the age of fe-
venty ore.

" His corps being open’d, there appear’d the faireft
conformity in all the parts of it that could be dc-.
{ir'd, except the heart, which was exceeding {mall,
and feem’d as it were deferted.  His ftomach was
{o far from being foul, that it had nothing at all in
it. His face had fo good and fmiling a colour, that
fome thounght it look’d more venerable and beautiful
than when he was living. He was bury’d at the
public expence, and atrended to his grave by a vaft
mumber of great perfons of all forts ; yet his funeral
was no mote grand than what fuited his private
condition, cxcept in the univerfal grief of the pub-
lic. Fulgentio adds, that his coffin being open’d
nine months after, he was found flill entire, and
his face frefh-colonr’'d. - P
. When hc was jiving he was thought very like his
mother. fiabela, cfpecizlly dn- the eyes; and face,
which was of .a fair complexion,. with the moft
humble and-gentle conntedance. -"His head, - in the
hinder part aud upward, was round and well pro-
portion’d, Lis forehead very large, "and declining a
little from the middle part towatd the left temple:
S . TR - Thee
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common faying among the novices, # are all for
trifles and pampbhlets, but Frier Paul is for bécks. He
was the fame all his life long, and he ufed to fay that
he could never underftand the delight of a gameftet,
except it were in gratifying his avarice.

While he was yet a youth, he was refpe&ed by
all men for his modefty, piety, and all the other
virtues both chriftian and moral. He never {wore
fo much as by his faith, fpoke no unhandfome word,
nor did an indecent a&ion ; and fuch an influence
had his prefence over the behaviour of others, that
whenever the young Servite friers faw the Father ap-
proaching, they put on countenances as grave and
ferious as if he had been.an officer of the black
rod; fo thatit became a proverb among the fradis-
nity, whenever they {aw the Father at hand, E qus

“s  fpofa, la mutiamo propofdio, i. e. Here comes the bride,
wlet us call a new caufe. Yet for all this he was fo
v 4 pleafing and humble to all men, that not one couﬂ-
{ay the Father ever gave him a harfh word, or an
angry look, except’ when they interrupted him in
the public bufinefs. - * '
* His abftinence was fo great, that he.lived, for
moft part, upon bread and fruit, eating very little
flefh till he was paft fitty-five, complaining that it
raade him fick, aud fubje& to great pains i the head.
Many days he drank not at all, and when he was
“thirfty he us'd to go to the well and take but one
draught, which made him fo coltive, that he com-
monly flaid three days, ard fometimes 2  week, be-
fore he'had a lool, and when ke had, it was painful
to him, becaufe he was always troubled with the
piles, atterided with a procidentia of the reftum, and
an heparic flux that continued to his old age. In the
mean time he began‘to confult phyficians, tho’ he
anderitood phyfic fo well, that he chofe rather to
Wonr e : .o difcoutle
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‘¢ of fuperftition ; that religion is moulded by it to
 fuch form as fhall beft anfwer the ends of thofe
 who manage it; and that time and cuftom tranf-
 mit it to pofterity with the ftamp of authority.”
Here Fulgentio touches on the Father’s opinion of
Popes, Canons, and the rights of Princes; but thefe
articles are fo fully treated of, under particular
chapters, in the enfuing difcourfe, that ’tis need-
lefs to mentipn them in this place.

" Fulgentio tells us, that for all this the court of
Rome proceeded fo far, as to brand the Father for$
man of no religion. Bur is it poflible, {ays he, that
fo fpotlefs a life as the Father led fhould be chai-
geable with atheifm and impiety, or that any argu-
ment fhould be drawn for fo monftrous an accufation
from the Father’s great learning, confidering that the
holy fcriptures impute atheifm to ignorance, and
the uncontroll’d afte&ions of the mind!

-At the fame time that- Fulgentio celebrates the
Father for his great piety and devotion, he defies
any man to tax him with favouring fuperftition,
either in his words or a&ions.

He takes particular notice, that when the Father
was advanced in years, he not only converfed with
the fenators of his own age, but with the young
nobility, to whom he was a treafury of records and
hiftory. One of them, Signior Marco Ernifano, was
{o dear to him, that norwithftanding the Father’s
great and important cmployments, he had accefs to
him whenever he came ; and if the Father was very
bufy, he always took the liberty to defire him to
retire, and he comply’d without taking it amifs.
Father Paul blefs’d God that he had met with one
man that {poke to him without 2 mask, for Signior
Marco let him fully into the chara&ers of all perfons,
and the ftate of all affairs at Vemice ; and, w’h;n ;‘he

: ather
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Father was in his -declining age, modeftly rallied
him for perfuing his ftudies with more intenfenc(s
than was fuitable to his years.
 Father Paul was fo fubjet to fevers, that every
little accident threw him into long and violent anes,
in which he obferv'd a regimen very different from
the common pracice; for he would not alter his
ordinary diet, nor keep his bed, but rofe to read,
write, ftudy, and perform all his ufual funétions ; fo
that no body could tell when he was fick, but by
bis afpet. If a raging fit came upon him in the
. day-time, he would lay himfelf along in his cloaths
npon a cheft or a table, but feldom in his bed. He
-appointed his own hours for eating; and when he
took phyfic it was of his own prefcription, not com=
pounded, but fimple, as caffia, manna, or the like.
He publickly declared it as his opinion, that the
common practice of phyficians in prefcribing, and
of patients in taking {o many purgations and other
recipes, only ferv’d to protra& recoveries ; and that
to confine people, efpecially thofe in years, to their
beds, and make them fo fuddenly abandon their
ufual diet and exercifes, naturally tended to weaken
them. This was the Father’s conftant method of
governing himfelf, till he was fixty-one years of age,
when he was feiz’d with a violent fever, that held
him eighteen days together, in the hot month of
Fuly, during which he had no appstite for either
meat or drink, but loath’d all that came near him ;
fo that he was forc’d to take the adviee of do&ors,
‘which Fulgentio fays was the firlt time that he
knew him refign himfelf to phyficians. The public
having appointed them to attend him, he Liad many
vifits fram them, but often complain’d of his being
oblig’d to alter his ufual method; and t6 rake others
opinions of himfelf before his own. The phy-
' c 2 ficians;
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poverty of it, and faid it was a paradife where a
geod angel dwele* S
Fulgentio was one &f the firlt that went about to
honour the Father’s memory by fome monument,
and would very probably have done it, if tife con-
vent of Servi had not hinder’d him, by refolving to
make it a public a&. But the Senate of Penice de-
cided the difpute, by decreeing that there thould be

. a monument-and an infeription, at the charge of

the State, which, fays Fulgentio, is like to be the
more magnificent and” dutable, becanfe as yet
there is nothing done int.} But tho’ he has been
now dead very near a cefifury, yet he ftill lives, and
ever will live, in his own and the wotks of other
great men of all nations, Who were his'tontempo-
raries and admirers, with whofe chara&er of him
we fhall conclude his life, after giving the following
catalogue of the learded and ufeful tra@s he left
behind him, calculated- not only for the fervice
of the Veuetians, but for the whole republic of lear-

‘ning, and the common caufe ‘of chriftianity through-

out

¥ Morery, in his Hifforical Diftionary, {ays, the people ufed
to pray at the Father's grave, as fuppofing him a faint in hea-
ven, till Pepe Urban VIIL forbad it.
. % The late:Bifhap Burne, who-was at Venice.in 1685, fays
that he yifited the conventiof. Servi, and was furprized to find
Father Paxl. not {o much ¢fteamed there as ellfewhere. But
Mr. Mfen, who likewife vifired this convent in 1688, fays
that he feund the frietsivo Havk allér-ear veneration for the
Father’Smemary ; and rhat thepdaid, - though they knew not
where his body-lay, they did dpr'doubt but God would dif-
cover it'in due time. Mr. ]ll{lflgp adds, that he Taw and took
3 draught of thit digger tife Father fo jultly valld Snlum
Ro il iy, whicls, ot 1959, whéhihe heard it was remov’d,
wis to be feen at the foot of ghedcrucifix, which is upon the
Altwr of St AMeedale, ner che tomb of Thomas Lipomanus,

lmoft over-ag:inft that of the Doge Audrew Vendramznocs
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out Eurgpe. 'They are, befides many anonymous
pieces of feveral kinds, - -

1. Hiftory of the Councsl of Trent.*
2. Treatife of the Eye. . Under the name of Aqua-
pendente, N
3. Treatife of Excommupication. :
4 Another on the fame fubje&, with his defence
of Fohaunes Gerfon againft cardinal Belarmin.
5. Confiderations upon the Cenfure. | _
6. Le Confirmationi, being a defence of the confi-
derations, under the name of Fulgentio, againft frier
Bovio. ' -
7. Supplement to the hiftory of the Ufcoques.
8. De jure afylou Peiri Sarpi Furis (the name he was
known by abroad.)
9. Treatife of the Inquifition at Venice.
10. Hiftory of the Venctians during the Interdic?,
The two laft tranflated into Laziu- by Dr.
Bedell, afterwards bithop of Kilmore.
- The latter was printed in 1626 by the
Bucks at Cambridge. It was alfo tranf-
€4 . . lated

- [d

* The Venetians deliring Father Panl to write an anfwer to
a book that was publifhed during the quarrel with Rome, jn-
titled Scrutinio del la Liberta Veneta, or an inquiry into the
Venetian liberties ; the Father told them he had an anfwer
ready, and delivered them the hiftory of this Cotintil, which
he defign’d to have intitled Concilia Tridentina Evifcerata ; but
being apprifed of the danger of it by bis friends, he alter’d
his mind. It came firt into the world by the means of
Mark Antbony de Dominis archbifhop of Spalsts, who being
exafperated by the court of Rome, got it printed at Lowdou
in 1619. Bedrll, who tranflated part of it, {ays it wasdivided
into eight tomes, We find it was tranflated twice into French,
once by Deodati, and anothertime by M, Amelot de In Houfay ;
but both thafe trioflations are recken’d faglty. There is an
abridgment of this hiftory done by M.’ Furicu. '
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lated into Englifp the fame year by Dnr.
Potrer, and printed by Bill the King's
Printer.
11. Rights of Swvereigns, &c. firlt printed in Ialian
and Frenchin Holland, in 1723, - '
12. Hiftory of the Valteline.
13. Maxims of the Government of Venice.
14. Tratt of matters beneficiary.
15. Two others upon the Dominion of the Adri-
atic Sea. : ‘

Out of the many great teftimonies that might be
colle@ted, -we have made choice of thefe that follow,
which not only fupport the mighty chara&er Ful-
gentio has given the Father, but contain fome par-
ticulars which he fecms to have been unacquainted
with.

1. Mark Anthony de Dominis, ARCHBISHOP OF
Sreararto, who deferting the Church of Rome came
gver to England, and was by King James 1. made Dean
¢of Windfor.] “This was the Perfon, who, as was
before obfervd, had. the chief hand in publithing
the firlt edition of the Father’s Hiffory of the Council
of. Trent; and he infcrib’d it to his majefty, with
the following enlogium on its great author, the fame
which Mt. Bedel quotes in his dedication of the
Father’s Treatife of the Interdit to King Charles 1.

“ He wa$ a man of great learning, judgment,
and integrity, and of a moft even difpofition ;
1 one who moft fincerely endeavour’d to compofg
1¢ ecclefiaftical difcord, and who, notwithftanding
* the difadvantages of a cramp’d education, made
¢¢ it manifeft that 'he fram’d- his life by the rule of
 a good confcience, and not by the prejudices of
““ the world around him. - He heard with uneafi-
“ nefs any indecent refle@tions on the Church of
¢ Rome, and yet he fthow’d an carneft dif{e’?‘: f}rlox;\

~ ¢ thofe

(11
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fome entertainment under your roof; namely, a
true piure of Padre Paolo the Servita, which was
firlt taken by a painter whom 1 fent unto him
from my houfc then neighbouring his monaftery.
I have newly added thereunto a title of mine own
conception, Concilii Tridentini Evifcerator ; and had
fent the frame withal, if it wete portable, which
is but of plain deal, colour’d black like the habit

“ of his order. -You have a luminous parlour — In
‘ .that room I befeech you to allow it a favourable

place for my fake: And if any fhall ask, as inthe
table of Cebes, Twég ége w6 & &yarpa, I am defirous

‘ to chara&erize a little unto you fuch part of his

nature, cuftoms, and abilities, as I had occafion

¥ to know by fight or by inquiry. :
=% He was one of the humbleft things that could

be feen within the bound of humanity ; the very
pattern of that precept, Quanto.doltior tanto fub~
miffior, and enough alone to demonftrate, that

:knowledge well digefted non inflat : Excellent in
¢ pofitive, excellent in fcholaftical and polemical
“ divinity : A rare mathematician, even in the moft

abftrufe parts thereof, as in algebra and the

~theoriques ; and yet withal fo expert in the hifto-
“ ry of plaats, .as if he had never perufed any book

but nature.: Laftly, a great cananift, which was
the title of his ordinary fervice with the flate:
And cercainly, in the time. of the Pope’s inter-

- di&, they had their principal light from him.

When he was either reading or writing alone, his
manncr was to fit fenc’d ‘with a caftle of paper
about his chair, and over head; for he was of

- our lord of St. dlban’s opinion, that afl air is pre-

datory; and efpecially hurtful.when the {pirits are
-molt employ’d. Yon will find a fcar in his face,
that was .from a Roman aflaffinate, that‘ ‘wlc:uld

“ have
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have kill’d him as he was turned ro 2 Wall near
to his convent s and if there were not a greater
providence about us, it might often have been eafily
done, efpecially upon fuch a weak and wearyith
body. He was of a quiet and fettled tempet;
which made him prompt in his counfels and
anf(werss, and the fame in confultation which
Themiftocles was in a&ion,’Avreryeduilen inaviTazos,

- as will appear-unto you in a paflage between him

and the Prince of Conde. [ Here Sir Henry confirms
the dialogue that ‘Fulgentio relates between the Father
and that Prince.] ‘Then he gives an account, that
when the Archbithop of Spalate above-mention’d
return’d, upon fome difcontent, from Eigland to

“ Roine, where he renounc’d the Proteftant mlig{on,
v,

cardinil Ludovifio, nephew to Pope Gregory

went to welcome him into the lap of the Church,
and told him that the Pope expetted he thould re<
cant fome books he had publith’d whilft he ftood
in revolt ; but that as to The Hiffory of the Council
of Trents tho’ the archbithop had an epiftle be-
fore the original edition, the Pope would not prefs
him to difown it; Becanfe, faid the cardinal, we
fenow well enough that Frier Paul is the author of that
brat. But Sir Henry {ays, that, to his knowledge,
no fuch recantation was ever printed, whether be-
caufe he dy’d foon after, or whether the court of
Rome thought, upon farther confideration, that
things extorted with fear carry no credit, even
by the Prator’s edi&t. Neverthelefs, other hifto-
ries of that time tell us that he dy’d in prifon,

and that -after his death his corpfe and writings

were burnt for herely in Flora’s-field. Sir Henry

concludes his remarkable letter as follows. - Thus

(13

«

—I have taken pleafure to remember that man
whom God appointed and furnifh’d for a proper
: . ¢ inftru-
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* that knew how to value and preferve fo great a
“ treafure, and much precaution was ufed before -
“ any were admitted to come to him, Bedell was ex-
“ cepted out of their rules, and had free accefs to
‘“ him at all times, ‘They had many and long dif-
“ courfes concerning religion. He found Father Paul
“ had read over the Greek New Teftament with {o
“ much exa&nefs, that (as Fulgentio tells us in his
< life) ke had mark’d every word of it: And when
¢ Bedell fuggefled to him critical explications of
“ fome paflages which he had not underftood be-
¢ fore, he received them with tranfports of one
““ that leap’d for joy, and. that valu’d the difcove-
“ ries of divine truth beyond all other things.

The bifhop takes notice of a book printed by
Thomas Maria Caraffa .a Jefuit, containing feveral
hundred thefes of philofophy and divinity, and by
him dedicated to the Pope, with fuch an impudent
and extravagant infcription, as no true chriftians
could read without aftonifhment, it being infcribed
To Pavr V. the Vice-Gob, the moff invincible
Monarch of the Chriftian Commonwealth, ~and the moft
zealous Afferter of the Papal Omnipotency. But the Bi=
fhop fays, * That Bedell obferving the numeral let-
< ters of the firlt words, Paulo V. Vics-D=o,
“ being put together, made exa&ly 666, the number
“ of the beaft in the Revelations, he communica-
“ ted this to Father Paul and the feven divines,
“ who carry’d it to the Doge and Senate ; and that
“ it was entertained almoft as if it had come from
“ heaven; and it was publickly preached in all
* their territories, that here was a certain evidence
“ that the Pope was Anti-chrift. . -

The Bifhop obferves, * That at laft the breach
“ between the Pope and the Republic was brought
 fo ncar a ¢rifis, that it. was expeéted a total fe-

' o ¢ parations
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“ Church, at leaft, as well as Luther, made no fe-

“ cret of it, and no eminent proteftant pafled by

 Venice to whom he did not difcover himfelf con-

‘ cerning it. They often reprefented to him, how

‘ obliged he was in confcience to break with a

“ Church, the impurity and idolatry whereof he
 {o well underflood ; but he had a thoufand rea-

“ fons to offer in his own behalf, faying fometimes

“ that he feparated the good from the bad, fome-

‘“ times that he was of ufe to a thoufand perfons

“ who lay hid, and had good fentiments. And at

“ laft, when preffed hard, he would own that God

“ had not given to him the heart and fpiric of Lu-

“ ther. Upon the whole, fays M. Furien, tis cer-:
‘“ tain that if Father Paxl had been of the temper

“ and {pirit of Luther; Venice had been at this day

““ what Geneva is; and if Luther, Zuinglins, and

‘“ Calvin, had been of the temper and fpirit of Fa-

* ther Paul, %l Europe had been yet what Penice is .
“ to-this day. o

VI Sir THoMas Pore BrouNT Bart. inhis
Cenfura celebriorum Authorum, quotes fome authori- .
ties to prove that Father Pau/ was the firlt that dif-
covered the circulation of the blood; but this be-
ing a matter too important to be taken intirely up-
on the credit of tholgo authorities, and Father Paul
wanting not the acceffion of any honour that does
not really belong to him, an Englifh chirurgeon has
been confulted upon this {ubje&, who is celebrated
for one of the moft accurate, and indefatigable
inquirers of this agé into ancient and modern
hiltory, efpecially that of phyfic and chirurgery,
and who was not long ago, for his fervices to the
faculty in thar refpe®, admitted a fellow of the
. \Foyal fociety. The Perfon here meant is Mr.J4iliam

. £ _ Bechett,
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(14

¢ apply’d himfelf to difle&ions with fo much accu-
“ racy, that he found out thofe valves, and the
right ufe of them, obferving that they ftop’d and
hinder’d the blood from dilating itfelf, by its own
weight, into the veins; and that otherwife the
‘“ blood, by running up and down with too much
“ liberty, and in too great a quantity, might eafily
 fuffocate the natural heat of thofe parts which
‘¢ ought to receive their nourifhment from it. Con-
“ fequently, he difcovered that an athletic habit of
“ body was fo dangerous, for no other reafon, but
¢ becaufe the great ?uantity of blood in the veins
* might hinder the ufe of thofe valves, and there-
“ by produce 2 fuffocation, for want of ventilation.
“ Of this he gave account to-fome friends of that

¢c
€<
«

 profefion, and efpecially to Aquapendente, who . -

“ made a very great ufe of it in a public anatomy,
¢ after which feveral famous authors treated more
“ largely of the fubje&.

Mr. Beckett’s teftimony on the other fide of the
queftion is as follows: “ Dr. William Harvey, a
« perfon born for the goed of mankind, has been
« generally allow’d to be the author of that great
« and noble difcovery of the circulation of the
 blood. To go about to enumerate all the authors
¢ that have afcribed this to him would be an end-*
< lefs task; 1 fhall therefore only take notice of
“ what has been principally objected to it by one
“ or two writers, who have ungeneroufly, fince his
¢ death, endeavoured to rob him of this deferved
< honour. He himfelf, in one of his epiftles to
* Riolan, tells us that various were the cenfures
¢ pafled on his book of the circulation of the blood,
 publifhed feveral years before that time: Some
*highly approv’d.of the performance,. fome ‘raifed

. ..  obje&ions
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obje@ions againft it in a private, others in a pub-
lic manner, which he anfwer’d. But all this time
we hear nothing of any body’s putting in a claim,
as a fharer in the difcovery, except Homoratws
“ Faber, who was {o vain as to pretend to it, tho’
‘ H.urvey’s book on this fubjec had been printed ten
“ years before Faber wrote of it. Our author Harvey
““ had more than once in his writings, which were
foon fpread over Europe, attributed the whole of
the invention to himfelf : He demenftrates by
what traces, as it were, he was led to fo happy
a thought ; and for above nine years together
the college of phyficians in London could teflify
with what application he engaged himfelt in this
““ affair, in order to be certain of the truth of. ir,
“ before he made this difcovery public; yet in all
“ this time, which could not probably amount to
lefs than twenty years, we hear nothing of any
“ ones having any juft pretenfions to the right of
 this difcovery but himfelf. But at length, as
“ merit always procures envy, a flory began to be
trump’d up, in order to eclipfe Dr. Harvey’'srenown,
by one #¥ajeus, a profeflor of phyfic at Leyden, who
“ intimates that Paulus Servita, a Venetian, having
 difcovered the valves in the veins, which Fubri~
. cins ab Aquapendense afterwards made public, he
was happily led, as Walam imagines, to the
“ knowledge of the circulation of the blood, and
‘¢ that Dr. Harvey did no more than improve the in-
“ vention. But of this W#aless 1 am to obferve,
“ that he was a prejudic’d perfon, fo that we ought
“ by no means to expe& an impartial account from
“ him: He had been before this a firenuous oppofer
“ of Harvey’s do&rine, and put Plempius, a daoc-
“ tor of phyfic in the univerfity of Lowvain, upon
& writing againlt it, in order to refute and explode
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The Rights of Siveréighs.- 63
logue of orthodox “Councils, * Aitia* Domind -
352, fuit concilinm Sardinenfe; a Sardigna -
diftum, congiecatdm precepto-Cos:fantini impe:
ratoris pro Atanafa. And agdin} 4. 'D. 3535
fait Sivmienfe [(uh Fulio Papa & Conftantino Im-
peratore, quod parlo poft Confean’inng in Firmio
Juffit congpogari. Viri' fratres vegtilas tradide-
rint fidei ortodox# comtra Arinm,  And afters
wards; A. D. 656, fuit Tcletantim nonum pros
uincial>, Imperatare ¢ Papa’ jbentibus, quod a
corveClione prefatcrum éft inchcanda [ynodus, &5
ab eifdem tertia pars danda eft ecclefus. ,

I faid above, "that a national Council, call’d
by the authority of a prince, might be reckon’d
fchifmatical, whereas here I avet that a  fe-
cular prince has -a right to call a Council in
certain cafes. Whatever this may feem, yet
’tis no contradi&ion ; for a national Council
may be liable to that fufpicion which a gene: "
ral Council cannot, to the fummoning whereof
all chriftian princes concur ; now fuch 2 Councit
being fummon’d by the concurrence of all chri-
ftian princes, and paffing for the“tiniver{al body
of chriftendom, it could not be chargeable with
fchifm. I was very willing t& be the more ex=
plicit upon this head, that critics might have
no manner of handle to cenfure my ptopo-
fitions. S

‘Therefore the chzmpions of the coutt of
Romie are bafely miftaken, when they infer,
from the Pope’s having a right to call a Coun-
cily that he is confequently glperior to a Coun=

ek F cil : o
gl
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Methinks 1 hear fome warm ftickler for
the court of Rome running down my diftinc-
tion, and demanding, with an air of confi--
dence, why is all this wafte of words thrown
away to prove what fort of confirmation the
Pope gave to the Council of Trent,- when the
thing is fo exprefly demonftrated in the hiftory
of that Council 2 Well then, let us turn to
the decree of that Council, which aétually en-
joins the legates to demand confirmation of
their decrees and- decifions in thefe terms:
* Mluftriffini Domini ac--Reverendiffimi Patres,
placetne vobis ad laudem Dei omnipotentis, ut
buic “[acve [ynodo finis imponatur, ¢ omnium ¢y
fingulorum, que tam (uh felic. record. Paulo 111,
& Fulio 111, quam [ub [(anctiffimo noftro Pio IV.
Komanis pomtificibus, in ea decreta ¢& definita
funt, confismatio, nomine [ancte bujus [ynods
per apoftolice (edis legatos ¢&& prafidentes, a beatif-
fimo Romano pontifice petatur ?  Refponderunt,
tlacet.

The cardinals Moron and Simonette demand-
ed the fame confirmation in the terms follow-
inig : Beatiffime pater, in decreto fuper fine Con-
cilii a:umenici Tridentini, pridie nonas Decem-
bris praterigy publicato, fatutum fuit, ut per (anc-

titatis.

* This ceremony was obferv'd at the clofe of the 25th and
I1ft Seffion of the Council. See The Hiffory of the Council of

. 1 Trent, by our Author Fatber-Paul.  And what is there faid of

this pretended confirmation from page 788, to the end, of the
third edition jn quarto.



The Rights of Severeigns. 69
titatis veftre legatos peteretur nomine dicti Con-
cilii- a [antlitate veoftra confirmatio ominium G
[ingulorum in eo definitorum.  Quapropter nos
cardinales <volentes exequi, bumiliter petimus no-
mine dicti Comcilii a _[anctitate vefira confir-
mationem omnium ¢ fingulorum in ipfo definito-
ruim.  Quibus anditis, petitioni véftre, nomine
Concilii, confentientes, que definita (unt de car-
dinalium confilio, ¢&& affenfu, autoritute apoficlica
confirmamus. And inthe bull : Cum autem ipfa
[ancta [ynodus, tro [ua exga [edem apofiolicam
reveréntia, antiquoruin Congiliorum <efligiis inhe-
vens, decretorum [ucrum omnium confirmationein
a nobis petierit, nos ¢y omuia confirmamus, ¢5c.

I doubt not but when thofe two cardinals
returned to Rome, they chofe to exprefs them-
felves in this manner, on purpofe to tickle the.
vanity of that court ; and 1 own, had I been
in their place, I fhould have done the fame, -
otherwife 1 am perfuaded the printer would
not have been fuffer’'d to publi(i my {peech,
which could not be fincere without being dif-
agreeable. The terms.of the bull of confirma-
tion cannot be drawn into a precedent, fince it
cannot be denied that thofe who diated it
were both judges and party ; for which there
need no other proofs than the words antiquo-
vum Concilicrum <vefligiis inberens, Indeed the
term generalium is not added, which is the
point in difpute ; for as to provincial Councils,
I have already thewn they are out of the que-
ftion ; and I am furpriz’d that a court, which

F3 " huas
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blifhing the Pope’s. authority by the decifion
of a Council, it was neceflary, without delay-
ing, or confounding it with the Council’s luft
words, to make a {pecial decree for that pur-
pole, after mature deliberation 2- But it was
much to be queftion’d whetker they would
have had the de(ir’d Succels, {o that the fhort-
elt way was to have recourfe to artifice ; but
an artifice {o grofs and ftaring, as fhews it
+ to be wilfpl negleét. . Having {1id enough on
this head, we proceed to eximi.e tie validity

of this confirmation, . | L

A geneyal Council being, as I have already
faid, an aflembly of all chriftendom, does
not exclude the fecular princes, who are many
times prefent; notindeed to vote in articles of
faith,which are things not within the jurifdiction
_of the fecular power ; but to give the Council
their protection and advice. And at this day,
when their interefts will not permit them to be
abfent from their dominions, they fend their
embafladors, and the Pope does not forget in
the bull of convocation to invite and exhort
them to go thither in perfon. The Popes them-
felves have many times been perfonally prefent
in Courncil, and now they fend their legates ;
fo that the prefence of the Popes, either im-
mediately in their awn perfons, or mediately
by their fybftitutes and vicegerents, or repre-
fentatives, is necefliry to render the Council
valid, according to the afore-cited decree qof
that @f Chalgedon, which declyres every Couqi
ci
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¢il null that is pretended to be general, with-
out the prefence of the Pope’s legates. Then
what a vain, whimfical piece of formality is
‘it, to defire of the Pope at Rome, the confir-
mation of what has been decreed by himfelf,
or with "his own concurrence, at Trent ? Is it
not plain, ‘that if the decrees made at Trent,’
with his approbation and advice, tho’ abfent,
were good, juft, agreeable to fcripture and
“tradition, it were needlefs to revife them at
‘Rome, and that this was done with a view on-
1y to raife the Pape’s fuperiority, and not to
examine or confirm any thing already examin’d
.by himfelf, and corroborated by the votes and
prefence of others? Moreover, is it not de-
monftrable that nothing was offer’d to the con-
fideration of that Council, but what was pro-
pos’d by the Pope’s legates? fo that nothini
was brought upon the ftage but what th
court of Rome had a mind to : Which cuftom,
.tho’ not obferv’d in the primitive Councils,was
-a check to thofe who had a defign to encroach

" upan the Pope’s presogative. In the firft fef-
fion, upder Pius1V. a decree was propos’d by
the holy father, that the Council thould make
fuch decifions only, touching the chriftian faith,
as might be thought necefliry ; and this de-
cree was pafled as well as all the others that
were propos'd. The prelates and princes faw
indeed, whien *twas too late, that the ablatives,
proposientibys legatis, was a fure fign of their
ﬁ.;yeryz and they complain’d of it to the Pope;
. : ut
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neous, which is infpir’d by the holy Ghoft?
“There is no variabienefs in God, but in the
Pope there may, for ’tis a mark of imper-
fection. If therefore God in his mercy in-
fpires a Council, he will not alter his purpofe,
whatever may  happen, becaufe the Lord is
not f{ubjeét to accidents, and changeth not.
Now, who, that has heard” Fefus Chrift fay,
wherefoever twoor three fhall be gatheved togerher
in my name, I will -be in the midft of them, can
doubt of this invifible dire&tion of God¢ Af-
ter fo pofitive a promife, ought a Council, the
affembly of all chriftendom, to be fearful of
erring, and can they want confirmation? If,
notwithftanding this promife of Chrift, it be
aferted that tlie Pope’s prefence is neceffary in
a Cauricil, "tis not becaufe he has any authority
there, but purely to fulfil the conditions laid
down by Fefus Clrift, in thefe words, in my
, mame ; which fignify that the affembly have the
fervice of Chriff’'s Church for their moving
caufe,and final obje&.The fame conclufion may
be drawn from the terms of applaufe given to
the faid Council, viz. [ancla ecumenica [ynodus
Tridentina, ejus fidem confiteamur, ejus decveta [er-
vemus ; i.e, let us confefs the faith, and obfervethe
decrees of the facred general Council of Trent. To
which the prelates anfwer’d, femper confitea-
mur, [emper [ervemus, item omnes ita credimus,
omnes idipfum [entimus, omnes confentientes ¢
‘ampleclantes [ubferibimus : Hzc eft fides beat:
Petri, & apoftolovum 5 hec eft fides patrum,

bec
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fo to vifit and reform the others above-metix
tion'd, elfe the exception would be needlefs.
2. That this conduét of the Council, in pre-
{cribing to the Pope what he has to do, clearly
fhews that they did not own him for a fupe-
rior. What pafs'd in the 23d feffion on the
queftion concerning the chalice, proves the
truth of this ; for the Council refers the deci-
fion of it to the Pope, in thefe terms, decrevit’
integrum negotium ad [anctifimum dominum nos
frum effe referendum ; which formal delegation
is a proof that the Council does not depend oni
. the Pope ; for the inferior does not delegate to
the fuperior, becaufe the latter has a natural
right of judging, whereas it belongs to the
former only by way of reference : To con-
clude, in the laft feffion ’tis faid that fome
prelates were deputed, by order of Council, to
férm an index of prohibited books, and ex-
amine the catechifm, miffal, and Koman brevi-
ary, and to make'a report thereof to the Coun-
cil, which was to form a decree thereupon :
* [and the Council being not able to give their
* judgment of all in a trice, becaufe of their
number, referr'd the whole to the judgment
of the Pope.] This feems to me adplain
- v ’ ecla~

/

* What is inferted betwixt the tweo crochets, is not
expres'd in the ltahan, but ‘twas taken from the hiffory
of the Council, and ‘twas thought neceffary to place it here at
length, becaufe the confequence, which the author. draws:
from that refolution of the Council, is founded upoa the it
words, roferred the whole to the judgrient of the Popes
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fuming more authority than St. Peter. Having
faid enough on this point, we difmifs it.

CHAP VL

Whether excommunication is fuftly in-
cur'd éy infringing ecclefiaftical
liberty :

OR the better folution of this quetftion,
tis neceflary to diftinguifh that ecclefi-

"aftical liberty is violated fometimes by private

perfons, and fometimes by fovereigns: If by

a prince, it may affeét either the perfons of ec-

clefiaftics, or their eftates ; the former, by
hindring them in the exercife of their func-
tions, or when they concern themfelves not
as ecclefiaftics, but as private perfons, in af-
fairs out of the jurifdi&tion of ecclefiaftics ; the
latter, by cutting off the clergy’s tenths, and
the like grievances. -I thought this refle¢tion
very neceflury for-deciding feveral queftions,
which will occur hereafter, and cannot be dif-
cufled afunder, becaufe of the relation they
have to one another. '

When an injury is done by a private perfon
to ecciefiaftical liberty, in refpect either to
eftates or perions, the prelate may with jufiice

-proceed againft him, even to fentence of ex-

come-





































































The Rights of Sovereigns. 139
micellis, vectoribus- ledi patiantur,” fed [evere in
eos qui libertatom, immunitattm, atque jarif-
distionem impediunt, animadveriant, imitantes
anteriores optymas veligiofiffimos primcipes, qhi-ves
ecclefie fud iinprimis authovitdte 'ac munsficentin
utizerwist, nedum ab aliovum injuria vindicaysind,
i. e. The*(aved: [ynod being defivous that the
ecclzfiaftical’ difiplme  hiidd be' Jecurd from qll
impzdiments - whatoervzr, thought’ it convenient
for fecular. princes to be adinonifl'd to.reftvre the
clarch so by vights, and to vémind their -[ubjecTs
of .the revverence due to the clorgy, and not to per-
mit the officialsy or infericr inmagiftrates, to io-
late the freedom of the Church and etclefiaftical
perfons. ” Thevefore the [did; Council detreed [o-
veral [ucved canans, o be obferv'd,.in farvonrdf
fuch perfons, ‘againfi the vidlaters of the liberty
of the Chuick.  Morecver, the Council admo-
nifbes the emperor, Rings, vepublics and princes,
nat to [uffer the clergy to be injur'd by any lords of
manors, veclors, or the like, but feverely to ani-
madevert upon [uch as ~violate their liberties, im-
miinities, and jurifdiction, in iniitation of thofe
moft veligious ‘Princes, their apceflors, who. de-
fended the interefts of the Church from the injury
of others, as ‘well as promoted the [ame by their
authority and bounty. ) '

I'think the zeal of the Council for ecclefiafti-
cal liberty appears very plain in this canon, by
their exhorting the fecular princes todefend it,
inimitation of the princes that liv’d in the pri-
mitive ages of chriftianity, who, at the fame

: time
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be chofe phyfician to an hofpital, and all thé
patients fhould happen to die under his hands,
thofe who deputed him would be to blame fof
it, tho’, when they elected him, they had all the
moral certainty, thitcould be, of his fuffici-
ency. Another reafon ftill, which fecures the
ccrumonalty from being refponfible for the
faulrs of their magiftrates, is this: That by
appointing a {enate, or magiftrates, and veft-
ing the authority in their hands, they fhut
themfelves entirely out of the fecret ; fo that
not krowing the caufes which determine the
fenate, or magiftrates, to form fuch or fuch
refolutions, they haveé no plea to condemn, ot
degrade them, and annul their decrees.

From all this it may be concluded, that tho’
what'I Have demonfirated to be true were ab-
folutely falfe; and that a free prince might be
depriv'd of his dominions by virtue of excom-
munication, ‘yet a republic cannot run that risk,
becaufe the fame is never excommunicated de
faétr, nor canit be evér de jure, the court of
Rome themfelves being confcious of their in-
difpenfible obligation not to confound the in-
nocent with the guilty. Moreover, fince it
m:y 1all out there will be fome perfons whofe
innocence alone may prote& them from ecclefi-
aftical excommunication, it will be always al-
lowable for every private perfon, in cafe he be
excommunicated, to examine flri¢tly whether
he is innocent or guilty, in order to fee whe-
ther his excommunication be juftly found'e;i ;

or
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' CHAPD X

Whether a fecular prince has a law-
- ful right to recesve the clergy's
~ tenths, and to order whar is ufeful

to the flate, with refpect to the

eftates and per(ons of ecclefiaftics ?

BEfore I proceed to the particular exami-
nation of the clergy's tenths, I would
have us make fome general reflections upon
the right that fecular princes have to exa¢t the
tenths of the eftates of their lay-fubjects, and
to impofe on them taxes, gabels, fubfidies,
tolls, ¢5¢. And béfore we enter into thele
confiderations, we ought to inquire how far a
fubjeét is oblig'd in confcience to obey his

prince, and whether he fins by difobedience.
The firft precept of the fecond table of the
decalogue ig#0 honour our father and mother.
Now thergF'is not a catholic expofitor upon
earth, but, by the words father and mother,
underftands and includes the fpiritual and
temporal nobility in fuch a fenfe, that a
man is oblig’d, by the divine law, to
honour his legal father, that-is to fay, his
prince, or his prelate, as much as his car-
nal father, from whom he derives his birth ;
uiuels it fhould be objeéted, that the ten com-
mundimients are not univerfal, and that l;e,
who
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ly criminal in the fubjeés, to refufe paying the
prince moderate impofts, and in the prince,
not to take care of the people under his go-
vernment : Thus, when the night clofes the
eyelids of mankind to fleep, the heavens open
millions of eyes upon them, as it were ta
watch for their prefervation ; fo that we ma
fay, aftra vegunt bomines, with the poet, J
etiam curant.
- This right of fovereigns to levy tenths, and
other impofts, on their fubjects, both for an
gcknowledgment of his fovereignty, and de-
fraying the expences of his government, is fo
Tawful and univerfal, that even infidel princes
ate not excluded from it ; fo that chriftians,
who happen to be born in the Turkifb domi-
nions, are oblig'd in conicience, as long as they
live there, to difcharge all the duties of their
dependence.  Principi populi tui non maledices ;
for if we were not oblig’'d to this acknow-
ledgment by the bonds of faith, yet thofe of
fociety demand it ; and ’tis, moreover, decided
by the canons, that we ought to place an infi-
del in the rank of our neigi?bour, becaufe he
is capable of being a partaker of the benefits
of our Saviour’s redemption, if he will obey
the gofpel. This iy what Fefis Chrift defign’'d
alfo as a leflon for us, who, when a certain.
lawyer ask’d him, M‘;[ler, what fhall I doto
thkerit etcrnal life ¢ the fum of his anfwer was,
Love God and tly ncighbowr. To which the
lawyer demanding, Wko is iy neighlcur ? 5".(-
: [iss
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the tenth of a tenth, fince God, by obliging
the laity to pay their tenths to the clergy, does
not oblige the clergy to pay them to the
judge, the governor of the people, or king ;
and in things odious (as they fay) there muft
be no comment, where the text is filent. But
what will they fay, if it be made appear that
the pofleflions of the clergy do fo far exceed
the tenths, they receive from the laity, that
they amount even to one third of all the pro-
duét of the earth, fea, mountains, rivers, and
of all the yearly fruits produc’d by nature? For
an inftance, or rather proof of this, I will on-
ly mention France and Spain, where the clergy -
is the chief and the richeft of the three orders
of the ftate. I do not fpeak of England, be-
caufe 'tis known that the greateft and cleareft
revenues of the king, at prefent, arife from
the fpoils of the regular clergy, or monks of
theiflind. To inftance only in the city of Ve-
nice, the tenth of the laity’s pofleffions fcarce
amounts to 200,000 Ducats, whereas the tenth
of the clergy’s eftate comes to more than
500,00, by raifing not the tenth, but only
the fifth ‘of the produce of nature, without
reckoning the other payments which the laity
make, out of their own eftates, tothe curates
and ecclefiaftic prelates, and which are not in-
cluded in the above account; becaufe the
tenths, which are levy’d upon the clergy, are
rais’d only from fuch of their pofleffions as are
patrimonial benefices, with an exception to
N :

per-
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perfons, who, according to the fimplicity of
the ancients, remain in poffeffion of jus quefi-
tum perfone, i. e. perfonal eftate, and not that
which 7 real. :

But if] for inftancé, a fecular prince has no
right in himfelf, according to the court of
Rome, to levy the clergy’s tenths, from whence
(fay I) mutft he raife the fums necefary for his
Expences, and for the defence of his govern-
ment, cities and fubjeéts, and even' of the
clergy ? If it be anfwer'd, that he ought to
tax the eftates of the laity only; Ireply, that
it would be tranfgrefling the precept of mu-
tual juftice and equity, for the clergy to re-
fufe contributing their quota, in proportion to
the benefit they reap in common with the pub-
lic, by their protection : befides, that ’tis un-
charitable to lay the whole burden upon the
one, and none at all upon the others, or fo
much as to lighten their burden, who natu-
rally ought to bear as great a part of it as the
others. Nay, the facrednefs of the ecclefi-
aftic ftate would tend to the oppreffion of the
laity, if the getting into eccieliaftical orders
were fufficient to excufe a man from bearing a
fhare of the public taxes. But to argue more
clofely to the point: If it thould happen, in
procefs of time, that all the efiute of the laity, -
or the greateft part, however, fhould becomie
the property of the clerpy, where, I pray, muft
the prince raife his revenue? becaufe, accord-
ing to the fyftem of thofe extraordinary zlea-_
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be own’d that princes derive their authority
immediately from God, and that by .conle-
quence he has given them the means {ufficient
to fupport that authority, without being be-"
holden for them to the good pleafure of ano-
ther. This comports likewife with the idea
we have of divine juftice : For if a free prince,
who is ftil'd prince by the grace of God, is on-
ly accountable to him for the mifgovernment
of his people 5 and if fuch mifgovernment is
owing purely to the want of the means, he
cannot be punithable, by divine juftice, for
what he could not help. An idolter does not
commit fin by continuing in his idolatry, if he
never had an opportunity to be inftruéted in
the chriftian faich. *Tis true, he fins as well as
chriftians, if he gives himfelf up to other vi-
ces; but his infidelity, or fin of idolatry, will
never be put in the balance with his other
crimes, becaufe he is not to be blam’d for not
believing what he knows nothing of, either by
himfelf, or by tradition. Wko hath b:lieved
our report 7 faid the prophet; and St. Puanl
therefore drew this confequence, faith cometh
by bearing. To apply what has been juft men-
tion’d to the cafe ot a fovereign prince ; if he
leaves his fubjeés to be invaded, and extir-
pated by a foreign enemy, or elfe does not
defend them againft villains 3t home, for want
of foldiers and ftatefmen, whom he cannot
get without money, and a fufficient revenue ;
1 do affirm, that in this cafe he is not to blanse,
. N 3 any
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for committing wilful murder, by pretending,
in the one cafe, that he had no other way to
get a morfel of bread, for prolonging his mi-
ferable life ; and in the other cafe, that he on-
ly a&ted in feif-defence againft a powerful ag-
greflor, cum moderamine inculpet » tutele 5 fo a
prince, for inftance, who has not time to fend
before-hand to Rome, mazy come off very well
with the Pope, provided he demands, or le-
vies fuch extraordinary fubfidies, with a pro-
mife to reflore them, if he has not the holy
father’s approbation. Iremember to have read
a brief of Pius V. dire@ed to the emperor
“‘Matthias, which was fill'd both with exhorta-
tions and ménaces, becaufe that emperor pub-
lifh’d an edi@ in oppofition to the pretended
ecclefiaftical liberty, for raifing certain fums
above the ufual tenths, in order to fupply fome
prefling neceflities ot the ftate; but as foon
as ever he made known that indifpenfable
neceflity to the Pope, and beg’d an indulto, he
had it granted, on condition that he would, in
the firft place, revoke that odious edi¢t. I have
alfo read a letter on this fubject, from Pope
¢ Sixtus V. to-Philip 11. king of Spain, in which
{ he treats him with exceeding tendernefs, as
;" confidering the then circumftances of his ma-
Fj jefty’s  affairs, and thofe of thé times. The
] Pope tells him in'that letter, of a great fin that
he had committed,; by eftablifhing a fort of
pragmatic fanéion, which included bifhops,
archbifhops, and.cardinals, and exhorts him to
[P .o R I'C‘Pent
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repent of it before God ; and this affair, like
the former, was determin’d by the difpatch-
ing of anindulto. If therefore we concede to
the courtiers of the Roman See, that a prince
ought to obtain leave of the Pope for raifing
extraordinary f{ubfidies, they will be fo inge-
nuous as to own that the prince has authority
per [e to exact the ordinary tenths of the clergy.
If they argue, that becaufe the moft ferene
republic, and other fovereigns, raife thofe
tenths by virtue of the Pope’s indulto’s,
they have not fuch authority in them-
felves; I anfwer, that the court of Rome,
has been a long time ufed to the policy of
giving others what they bad before, or what
they had a right to affume of themfelves. And
it has happen’d, in procefs of time, that thofe
who have been in pofleffion of favours of this
kind, have fate down contented with fuch their
pofleflion, without troubling their heads whe-
ther they held them by a right natural, or de-
rivid, or what way foever they came by them.
They had their reafons for this conduct, firft,
to avoid the reproach of ingratitude by dif-
owning the gift; and fecondly, becaufe it
feemed to thole princes that the {aid donation -
" was a frefh proof of their acquifition, inaf- -
much as it oblig’d the donor to fupport their
titles. And indeed, tho’ Pawl IV. had not
given the king of England the title of king of
Ireland, 1 don’t fee what could have hinder’d
him from bearing that, as well as the title of
king
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neverthelefs to confirm the ele&ion, and de-
clares he does it after much intreaty made to
him for redrefling all the miftakes in matter of
law or faé, which might happen in the faid
election. But who pray intreats this at his
hands? verily, no body at all. For thofe prin-
ces care not one rufh for his confirmation ; and,
moreover, think what is called their miftakes,
their fingular honour. The emperor perhaps
does it in order to obtain the confirmation
with the more eafe, yet neverthelefs no notice
is taken of it in any wife, either viva wvoce, or
in the Pope’s bull ; and indeed this circum-
ftance makes fo little difference in the thing,
that ’tis of no fignification.

We will now examine whether a fecular
prince has a legal right to make any order for
the good of the ftate, with refpet to the
eftates or perfons ot ecclefiaftics.

This queftion may be refolv’d in a very few
words ; for if it be true that a prince is efta-
blifh’d by-God, to defend and well govern
the people, it neceflurily follows that he has
a legal power to order, as well with refpe¢t to
his fubjeéts perfons, as eftates, whatever he
thinks may contribute towards fuch good go-
vernment ; and it would be as abfurd to affert,
that a prince ought to govern where the clergy
will not be governed, asto expeét that a phy-
fician can work a cure where the patient refu-
fes his medicines. The common an{wer to
this is, that a {ecular prince has nothing to dg

: wit
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with the government of the clergy, becaufe
they are under another mafter, and thatall the
'obligation incumbent on a prince towards the
clergy, is to defend them, as well as the laity,
from foreign enemies and domeftic villains ;
and confequently that he is oblig'd to fee that
a town be fupply’d with all things neceflary for
the ufe of the clergy, as well as of the laity, and
to take as much care for the prefervation of the
one, as the other. 1 would fain know how
the clergy would take it, if, in a time of fa-
mine, a prince fhould prohibit the felling of
bread, or other provifions to them, and pre-
tend that he furnifh’d fuch or {uch a city with
provifions, for the ufe'only of the laity, who
are his fubjects, and not tor that of the clergy,
who own another governor, another lord, ano-
ther guardian. I believe that in fuch a cafe
the clergy would not on'y confefs the truth
of the axiom I have laid down, «z. that the
clergy-gentlemen have their particular gover-
nor and proteétor in fpirituals, and in the
furctions of the priefthood ; but aifo, that as)
to their own perfons, they are as much f{ubjeéts
of the prince as the laity. If a river over-’/
flows and drowns the lands of the clergy, and
the prince takes no care to drain the waters,
and turn them into their old channel, on pre-
tence that the ruin of fuch lands is nothing to
him, becaufe he hasno power over the own-
ers; I doubt not but the clergy would then
change their note, and fay, that the iovereign
ought
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But while we plead for this liberty in a tem-
poral prince, let it be obferv’'d that we do not
pretend to juftify the excefs of it; fince we
take it for granted that he knows he muft one
day givean exact account of his adminiftration,
efpecially of the laity’s eftates, to the divine
juftice. Befides, ’tis his intereft to preferve the
good opinion of the Pope, and other chriftian
princes ; becaufe, if a prince be never fo wick-
ed himfelf, he obliges others to do him juftice,
and to fupport his intereft; for ’tis certain, that
with what meafure we meet to others, it fhall
be meafur'd to us again. Theretfore 1 argue
for nothing irregular, but only for obedience
to the law of neceffity, which is fuperior to
all other human laws. We will now treat
briefly of the advantages refulting from my
argument.

If the grand feignior had but a fmall glimpfe
of the chriftian faith (for if he had a full view
of it, he would know that he muft renounce
all worldly intereft, when it hinders the pro-
feffion of the faith in (lwiff, according to tholfe
words, what i a man profited, if be fhall gain
the whole world, and lofe bisown Joul ?) If, 1ay,
he had a glimpfe of it only, and fhould figni-
fy to the Pope, that he is willing to be bap- .
tiz’d, on condition that the Pope would con-
firm him by an authentic bull in the pofleffion
of all his dominions ; I would fain krow whe-
ther the Pope would grant {uch a bull, or re-

tufe it, fince the grantingit would be taking
. ,, away
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faith. The prodigal fon, mention’d in the
gofpel, had forfeited all further pretenfions to
his father’s eftate, by f{quandering that fortune
which he had given him in riotous living ; yet,
as foon as he return’d, the tender father put the
beft robe on him, and a ring on his hand, and
made a feaft, at which there was nothing feen
but mirth and joy; and all this was done at
the expence of the dutiful fon’s fortune, it be-
ing the common intereft to bring back thofe
who are gone aftray. Finally, to thefe reflec-
tions, they might add innumerable other cu-
rious ones, which do not at prefent occur to
my mind. They might fay, that as a Few,
when baptiz'd, is permitted to keep an eftate
gotten by ufury, as inceftuous marriages are
difpens'd with, to avoid the fcandal of whore-
dom, ‘and the like ; fo ’tis but juft to receive
a mabometan prince into the pale of the Church,
and let him continue in the enjoyment of all
thofe dominions which the chriftian princes
have not only loft to him, but have not the
leaft hopes of ever recovering. 1 doubt not
but this condu& would be approv’d ; and to
fay the truth, there is a great deal of reafon
for it. Therefore, fince in fuch cafe it would
be thought conducive to the publick good,
thus to canonize the ufurpation, or feizure of
the eftatés of the clergy, as well as the laity :
As for inftance, in the ifle of Khbodes, which
was the patrimony of the knights of St. Fohs, °
as it isnow of the knights of Malta, the fame
. rule
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rule ought to take place Lere, and the conduct
of a lay-foverelbn muft confequently be ap-
prov'd, who, for certain urgent re.fons of
ftate, which he knows better than any. body
elfe, lays hands upon either the eftates or per-
fons of ‘the clergy ; for where’s the reafon that
every one of his fu‘v)téh fhould have a fhare in
the benefits of hi; government, and only a
part of them bear all the weight of it ¢ Don’c
tell me that there’s no proportion, compara-
tively fpe.king, betwixt the lmpoft:, and the
advantages fo much boafted of ; for I .muft
needs reply in my turn, that neither are the
contributions near fo exorbitant as is pretended
An experimental philofopher will tell us, that
by the mere operation of the intelle&, hLe can
divide a grain of millet into an infinite num=
ber of parts, as eaftly as the vaft globe of the
univerfe ; bur, without examining wiether
thofe purts are alike, all that he pretends to
prove is their proportion. ’Tis the very fams
cafe with the advantages refulting from that
liberty 1 ackno‘vledoe in foverelons; which;
if they are compar’d “with the damres or im=
poft., the latter would appear vdﬁly lefs than
what I have repreiented them. The fea-faring
man carries and recarries merchandize from
one pole to the otlier, in hopes to enrica him-
feif, and is many times oblig’'d to throw all bis
cargo into the fea, when he is come in fight of
his ¢ port; by whieh means he lofes, in one mo-
inent, what Lias. doft him the fweat and toil of
O 2 manj

..
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of his vengeance. “Therefore, 1 would be an-
derftood in this fenfe, that the clergy are ac-
countable to the tribunal of their temporal
prince, for all the faults they commit, foreign
to their prieftly funétions ; every one knows
that the order itfelf does not make'the clergy
wifer or better than other men, and that the
prieft is as much under the dominion of the
fenlesas tre loyman, and as much fubjeéed to
the vioience of all the puffions; fo that he al-
ways appears to be as frail as other men :
Would to God their crimes Wre nothing but
the effcét of mere human frailty, and that they
did rot {cmetimes outftrip the moft diflolute
debauchees in wickednefs! fuch ecclefiaftics are
not exempted from the judzment of tewporal
courts by their charaéter, fince this i> what the
have highly difhonour'd, by ftriving to bial-
pheme thelaw of God ; and if a prince had not
authority to pafs judgment on fuch crimes,
" ywhich are, as we may fay, only fecular, how
would it be pofiible for the fovereign to keep
hix itbje&: ir obedience, whén notorious, wil-
fuicriminal: fhould piead the privilege of being
exempted {rom the obligation of fubmitting
to punithment ¢ the only way an ecclefiaftic
has to keep out o* the verge of the fecular tri-
bunal, is not to fall into thofe crimes which it
beiongs to that tribunal to punith. Then he
would have no other punifhment to fear than
the brotherly correétion of the prelate, iis fu-
perior ; but thole who pretend that the facra-
; o o n:ent
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ment of ordination does fcreen a finner from
the punifhment he deferves, which is, in
fome fort, to make it no lefs than the fomen-
ter of {in, {hew, that they have not the leaft
notion of the doétrine of Fefus Chrift, who has
no greater enemy than fin, and who hates it
more than he does the devil him{elf, whom he
hates on no other account but that of his fin-
fulnefs.

The gentlemen of the court of Rome will
tell me, without queftion, that they are not

fo abfurd as toeimagine, that an ecclefiaftical -

criminal ought not to be punifh’d, but that all
they difpute about, is the competency of the
tribunal ; for they hold that fuch a man is cen-

{furable by none but his bifhop, the metropo- .

litan, ~or legate, who being conftituted the

prime dignitaries in the ecclefiaftical ftate, are

the only petfons that can judge canonically of

his crime. I always faid, and do ftill fay the -

fame ; but then we muft fuppofe the crime, or
offence, of fuch clergyman, to be in a matter
merely ecclefiaftical. I have given divers in-
ftances of this in a former chapter; as,
when he does not adminifter the facraments
rightly, when he changes the form, or matter
of conlecration; and in a word, when he in-
troduces any the like cuipable innovation in the
exercife of his miniftry, he ought to be try’d,
and punifh’d for it by the prelate, becaufe
crimes of this fort are not taken notice of in
the civil law. The fecular prince is alfo ig-

04 nor:nt
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norant of thefe matters, for they are foreign
to his adminiftration, and he ought to fay in
this refpe@ with St. Paul, what bave I to do
with thefe things ? Nay, 1 dare go farther than
thofe gentlemen, and affirm, that every lay-
man who is guilty of a crime in a matter ec-
clefiaftical, which has relation either to doc-
trine or the facraments, ought to be punifh’d
by the ecclefiaftical court, becaufe the fove-
reign cannot be fuppos'd to have an adequate
knowledge of the nature of the crime, and
therefore knows not fo well hew to proportion
the punifhment. But let it be remember’d
that 1 {peak this of fuch crimes only as have
fomerelztion to do¢trine or the facraments ; for,
if a layman commits a robbery in a Church,
tho’ his crime be no lefs than facrilege, and
feems at firft view to be a crime in a matter
that is properly ecclefiaftical, yet he is fubject
to the temporal prince, and ’tis the province of
temporal courts to try the offender, becaufe
‘tis poflible for the fovereign to have a fuffi-
cient knowledge of the cafe and circumftances
of the matter of fa&t. But, an the other hand,
if a Jayman be accus’d of witchcraft, forafmuch
as this crime concerns ecclefiaftical liberty, it .
does not come within the jurifdiGion of the
temporal courts. For the fame reafon, if a
clergyman be accus'd of adultery, robbery, or
the like crimes, which are offences point blank
againft the laws of the ftate, ’tis the prince’s
bufinefs to try and punifh them, becaufe ’:is
10
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I am fenfible, that notwithftarding what has
been urg’d, 1 fhall be accus’'d of broaching a
novel opinion, the mere produ of arrogance,
and founded only on violence; but I leave
every reafonable man to judge which opinion.
feems the neweft, that which I have laid down,
or theirs at Reme, who deny fovereigns part of
their preper jurifdi¢tion. In fhort, waiat was
the end ot the old canons, which order’d, that
every elergyman, convicted of any enormous
crime, fhould be degraded and deiver'd over
to the fecular judge? Wasitnot to fave an
ecclefisftical judge the trouble and vexation of
decreeing exceflive and capital punifhment, be-
caufe it does not become a facred judge to dip
his hands in blood, even tho’ the enormity of
?:e crime requir'd it 2 The Councii of Trent

onfirm’d this cuftom by an exprels decree ;

but confidering that in order to conform this
degradution to the manner prefcrib’d by the
ancients, they fhould be obliz’d to deluy the
punifhment of the criminal a long time, be-
caufe of the many bifheps it would be necef-
fary to aflemble for that end, they therefore
order’d that abbats fhould be fummon’d, in-
ftead of bithops; and for want of thefe, the
chief incumbents of cathedrals.

Therefore, 1 fay, ’tis not facrilege, as is
loudly pretended, for a fecular prince to try
and condemn ecclefiaftical criminals; becaufe
rot only the canon laws, butalfo the Council
of Tremty demand i¢ at their hands. Degra-
' ' ) dation
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dation does rot make a prieft ceafe to be a
prieft, for the facrament of ordination is one
of thofe that imprefs an indelible charaéter,
which all the power of man cannot deface.
The whole that degradation does, is the put-
ting a prieft under a ftate of interdi&t, by for-
bidding him the exercife of his office. 1t does
not take away his capacity of performing his
funétions s and if a prieft, who is degraded,
confecrate the facrifice, it will be valid, tho'
he commit a fin by doing that which is forbid-
den Lim. Moreover, it a degraded prieft be
condemn’d to die, and a layman happen to fall
fo ili on a fudden, that his life is in danger, and
no other prieft is at hand to confefs him, then
the prieft,who is under fentence of death,might,
and ought to hear his confeflion, tho’ ke is ju‘&
going to the gallows ; and the dying man, {o"
abfolv’d from his fins by the faid prieft, will
be truly and properly abfoiv'd before God. I
fay, that fuch prieft not only might, but ought
to confefs the dying man, becaufe the obli-
gation of obedience tosthe precept of confef-
fion is greater than the fufpenfion pronounc’d
by the bithop.. Ti» evident, therefore, that, ac-
cording to the canons themfelves, a fecular
prince nay judge ecclefiuftics ; and if it hap-
pens that he do it without degrading them, ’tis
becaute every crime is not capital ; but the de-
linquent, tho’ he does not delerve death, ought
not to come off without any punithment at
all, for the fake of obferying that formality ;
S ) ' befides
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befides that fuch impunity would be attended
with the. inconveniency 1 have already men-
tion'd, it would promote licentioufne{s among
the laity, becaude fin is always countenanc’d
by retarding the punifhment of the criminal,
tho’ he does not at length wholly pafs un-
punifh’d.  When a prince happens to punith a
clergyman, without ftaying for his degrada-
tion, he fails -in his obfervation of the
canon that prefcribes it ; and all the fault that
the court of Kome could pretend to find with
fuch procedure, would be only the neglet of
a mere piece of formality, in no wife effential
in it felf, becaufe degradation does indeed fuf-
pend, but not efface the charatter of ordina-
tion. But to return once more to the ecclefi-
aftical judges ; are they themlielves fuch ftrict
Bbfervers of thefe canons, that when they find
an irregular, fcandalous prieft, in countries
fubjec to the Church, both in fpirituals and
temporals, they degrade him, and then turn
him over to the {ecular arm 2 No verily ; they
firft condemn fuch prigft either to the galleys,
or the gibbet, according to the nature of his
crime, without delivering him over to the fe-
cular power, obferving the diftinction I have
already mention’d, viz. that they pronounce
tiris fentence rot as piiefts ( becaufe then they
would fall into an ab.urdity) but as minifters
of a temporal prince, or of an ecclefiftic one,
who exeicifes a temporal power and authority.
By this conduc, they do as good as acknow-

ledge
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{ay they, he has already difhonour'd the ficred
place by his crime. By parity of rezfon, when
a clergyman, who is by his profeflion bound to
lift up hiseyes toheaven; and te ufe hishards in
adminiftring the facraments, is the firft man to
fully his facred chara&er by robbery, murder, or
other great enormities, why then fhould ke en-
joy the privileges of that order which he hasthus
defil’d ¢ for ecclefiaftical liberty was eftablifh’d
for our edification, and not for our deflrution.
The Council of Trent is full of decrees made
in favour of epifcopal authority, with a view
to render the bithops more eafy in the govern-
ment of their diocefes ; which was often mo-
lefted and hinder'd by temporal princes grant-
ing exemptions, favours, protetions, and the
like, to certain places of devotion, military
orders, and royal chaplains ; which exemptions
and privileges, claim’d by offenders, are {o ma~
ny impediments and obftacles to the right ad-
miniftration of juftice : Therefore the Council
frees the bifhops from fhewing any regard to
conceflions of that kind, and they zllow a bi-
fhop the more liberty, in this cale, to encou-
rage him to conftant refidence in his diocefe,
and to reward him for his pains in it. Why
then fhould not a lawful prince have the fame
free liberty, who holds his authority and go-
vernment from God himfelf, and the law of
nature ¢ for my own part, I cannot help think-
ing it intolerable prefumption, to pretend to
mauke the bifhop’s jurifdiction larger than the
' prince’s
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prince’s to whom he is fubje&, and in whole
dominions be :flumes that authority.

The Council declares in a hundred cafes,
that when a bifhop finds himfelf embar:fied,
he ought to call for the affiftance of the-fecular
arm. Is it not the higlheft ingratitude then in
the ecclefiaftical tribunal, to pretend to difpute
the prerogatives of the temporal one, from
which it receives proteéion and fuccour ¢ I
know they will tell me, that a prince, fuppo-
fing be be an ecclefiaftic, would enjoy the fame
privilege, but that while he is énly temporal,
he ought not to concern himfelf with perfons
that are facred : To this I fhall repeat the fame
anfwer I have already given; that tho’ the per-
fon of a delinquent be ficred, the acion is
not {o, and fuch :&ion makes him forfeit his
quuliri and privilege of confecration. 'Tis
remarkable that the very canon law excepts
“twelve moft flagrant. ca(Zs, in which' the fecu-
lar judge is fo for from being bound to regard
ecclefiaftical immunities, that he may caufe a
criminal attainted of any, or either of thofe
crimes, to be arrefted in that very Church to
which be flies for protection. Now ecclefi-
aftical liberties and ecclefiaftical immunities
are but one and the fame, and only differ in
this, that ecclefiaftical liberty is afcrib’d to per-
fons, and the other to places that are facred.
Since therefore, by the confeffion of the Ro-
witfh cafuifts, the enormity of the crime jufti-
fies the fecular judge in laying hands upon the
- criminal,
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ter's abiding in the faith, was the effeét of
Chriff’s prayer for him, and favourable «difpo-
_ fition towards him. An admirable privilege

this, without doubt, and a ftrong proof of
his dignity ! But oblerve what happen’d a few
hours after. His divine mafter was no fooner
.taken into cuftody, but Peter is expo-'d to the
temptation of a filly woman, when that Peter
who was fo dearly lov'd, that Peter who was
fo weli forewarn'd, that Peter for whom Fe-
fus Chrift pray’d in a particular manner, denies
him, and {wears that he knows him not ! alas!
how frail is man ! who can ftand, if Peter ftag-
gers, who haid fuch mighty aids 2 God forbid
that any fhould think our faviour’s promife
and prayer for him were of no effeG. One
word of Chrif is fufficient ; there cannot be a
furer ; and there’s no greater proof of it than
the thief, who, by virtue of that divine word,
afcended direétly from the crofs to #aradife.
But fome will fay, how can we reconcile the
promife with the effe¢t 2 why, if we duly
confider what it was Fefus Chrift promis'd, we
thall find that he executed it to a tittle. [ have
prayd for thee, Peter, that thy faith fail not.
He does not fay, that thou. fail nt; which
would amaunt to fuch a confirmation in
grace as thie angels in heaven had after the
tall of lucifer, when they couid not fall if pot-
fibly they would. Fefis Clyift promis’d him
that his faithdhould not fail ; for, in fhort, fin
does not deftroy faith, till the man apoftatizes.
P 3 Tho’
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" not exterd to pofitive laws, in regard to which
his judgment . is. as liable to the danger of er-
ror as other mens, and by confequence fubject
to corre&ion and retra&ation, therefore not in-
fallible, but difputable and revifable.

This is the fubftance of all that I have hi-
therto” proved, without making mention of
the moft ferene republic. Therefore ’tis but
natural for us now to take a view of the grie-
vances which the court of Rome complains of
againft her, and fee whether or no ‘they are
juft, and whether the remedies made ufe of by
the republic are not honourable and neceffary ;
and fuppofing they are fo, whether every one
that lives in the city of Penice may not be eafy,
confidering-~ the condué& of the republic, in
the cafe of the interdi&.

Were we indeed to bring again upon the -
ftage thofe difputes which have a relation to the
prefent grievances, and have been already de-
cided, we fhould never have done, and the
controver{y would hold to eternity.  There-
fore infifting on what we have before deter-
min'd, it will be eafy to fhew that the repub-
lic, far from arrogating what does not belong
to her, has pafs’d over a multitude of things
which fhe had a right to expe&, by virtue of
her free, abfolute, and independent fovereign-
* ty; and which are already eftablifh’d by law.
For proof of this; it is eftablifh’d that every
free {overeign has a right of himfelf to raife the
ordinary tenths upon the eftates of the clergy;

Q:2 but

- )





























































































258 The Rights of Sovereigns.

the extent of the country. For he that is not wils
fully blind, cannot but fee how many frieries,
and the like pious places,are daily founded and
erected in Venice, {o that if due provifion had
not been made againtt it, the laity would have
had very little left at their own difpofal, in the
compafs of an age at moft. For thefe reafons,
the fenate wifely decreed that for the future
lands fhall not pafs out of the Hands of the .
laity, and that as for the time paft, hofpitals,
frieries, fchools, and the like places, fhall not
be regifter'd as church-lunds, forafmuch as
their founders and governors never were cler-
gymen. And I fay it again, that a religious
and a wife prince could not do lefs for his own
fafety, and that of his fubjects and dominions,
at a junture when the court of Rome is fo fe=
vere. .
"1 fhall here add one refle&ion, for the fake
of fuch of my readers as may not happen to
be Venctians, viz. That the mighty clamour
made by the court of Rowe of this pretended
violation of liberty, has no toundation in rea-
fon, but only in appearance. For all thefe pro-
hibitions do not in any wife reftrain thie cha-
rity of believers towards the friers, fince no
body is hinder'd from leaving their lands to
any fraternity whatfoever, by way of inheri-
tance, legacy, or donation ; only if the cafe
be fo, the heir, or legatee, is oblig’d to fell
the faid land at the expiration of two years,
and to put the purchafe-money into his own
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monaftery, a thing which is not pracis'd with
fo much advantage to the laity. Therefore, as
to the time pait, the term of ten years is fo
far from an injury, that 'tisan advantage to fa-
cred plices; and as to the time to come, the
clergy may, ii'tliey will, prevent any damage,
by renewing the leafe within the term of thirty-
nine years,fince by fo doing they cettainly hinder
their eftates from béing liable to prefcription.
Therefore why does the court of Rome make
fuch a fad complaint ? A fick man who ¢hops
and changes his phyficians, becaufe they don’t
humour him, becomes at laft intolerable. Thefe
gentlemen would not only fwallow up all the
eftates of the liity, but refufe alfo to make the
leaft allowance for all the pains they have been
at in improving them. Let them but confider
their own uncharitable tenper, and they can-
not find fauit with the republic for applying to

ublic charity, to relieve the laity.

1L That the lay-tribunal pret. ads to judge ec-
clefiaflical criminals, and the civil affaivs of per-
fons ecclefiaftical.  As to this complaint, 1have
nothing to add to what I faid in the eleventh
chapter of tl.e former part, where the reader
will find it fufficiently anfwer'd, tho’ in gene-
ral terms : And there being, I think, nothing
particular in the cuftom oblerv’d at Venice, the
matter feems fuily determin’d, and it would
.be both fuperfluous and difagreeable to repeat
what has been already faid. The fa& in fhort
is this, iz that as an ecclefiaftic pretends his
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* ’Tis enough then, that according to the efta,

* blifh’d cuftom at Venice, when a layman accu-
fes a regular monk in a civil affair, the caufe is
brought before the tribunal of the nuncio.

IV. That bifbops are kbinder'd nct only from
trying lay-male(actors for their lives, in cafes de-
pending on the mix'd courts, but al'o from
punifbing the clergy themfelves, tho’ comv.fled
of fcandalous crimes.

°  Here we ought to diftinguifh ; becaufe this
grievance contains two parts, viz. the hindring
the bifhops from judging the laity, and the °
not permitting them to punifh their own fcan-
dalous clergy. But both thefe complaints pro-
ceed from one and the fame principle, viz. the
right which the temporal fovereign claims by
law to judge even ecclefiaftical criminals ;
an authority, which if a prince had not, it
would follow by confequence that the prelate

- would haye the liberty of punifhing criminalsof
this ftump ; and wlien once he is mafter of this
prerogative, nothing would hinder him from
proceeding againft the laity in like manner, for
crimes depending on the mix’d courts, and {ub-
je¢t in fome fort to the ecclefiaftical laws; {uch
as facrilege, adultery, ftriking clergymen, and
the like.

To return to the firft, viz. the complaint
that.the bifhops are oppos’d in their proceed-
ings againft the laity, for crimes depending on
the mix'd courts; nothing is more eafy t{o lre-:
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The Rights of Sovereigns. 273
individual from one {piritual intelligence only,
all light itfelt from the fun, and all difcourfe
from reafon- alone ; fo every government de-
pends on its fovereign, and all hierarchy on one
fingle principle ; and as in our contemplation
of nature’s machine, the world, we afcend up-
wards to God, the caufe of all caufes; fo in-
human and civil judgments, we ought never
to go beyond the only fovereign ; for to ima-
gine that a ftate can be well govern’d, which
depends on two different princes, is quite as
abfurd as to conceive a body with two fouls.
There is but one way to eftablifh an union be-"
twixt men, whofe genius, fortunes, and tem-
pers, are {o widely different, and that is, to let
one only be their head and mafter ; for tho’a
republick may confift of a thoufand members, .
yet they have but one fovereign; for all ard
every one of thofe members acknowledge the
fovereignty to be either in the whole colletive -
body of the ftate, or elfe in a lefler body of
deputies, or delegates from the whole.

In the times of pagan Rome, we read of a
chief prieft who prohibited the building of one
temple both to honour and to virtue, tho’ ac-
cording to the notion that.then prevail’d, there .
was a certain affinity betwixt thofe two idols; -
the reafon of which prokhibition was, £hat one
temple ought to ferve only one deity. In fine,
then,we may well fay that the republick of Ve-

- nice, taught both by reafon and experience, is
more concern'd than any other republick, con- .
;[ParT IL] T ftantly
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their fruits without any toil, and the lands
were fallow without plowing or fowing; mean
time [ often hear complaints of the poverty at.
Rome, while at Venice, where the very bread
is excis’d, they live in a happy abundance, and
withlefsexpence. A fovereign prince may fit-
ly be refembled to a river, which derives its
mals of water, be it more or lefs in breadth,
or depth, from a vaft number of rivulets that
flow to it, as tributes from the neighbouring
plains ; and, according to the opinion of Empe-
docles, who eftablifh’d atoms asthe principle of
all things, the greateft bodies are form'd by
the union of an infinite number of {mall ones.
Now where’s the rhetorician that can, withall
the tropes and figures he is mafter of, perfuade
to the belief of this impoflibility, that a per-
fon can expend money unlefs he has it to lay
out, or live by the air alone, without any o-
ther nourifhment ¢ Arifforle one day hearing a
conceited fophift prating that. there was no
fuch thing innature as motion ; and endeavour-
ing to fupport what he faid by falfe reafonings,
he gave him no other anfwer, than by walking
about the room, it being but trifling to pro-
duce arguments from reafon for a thing which
is demonfirable by experience. Indeed, if the
court of lonite will teach the officers of the Ve-
actian mint that fecret in alchymy of tranf-
muting iron into gold, 1 doubt not but they
will foon be made eafy in their demand, and
that the clergy fhall be exempted from all the
o ~ burdens












280  The Rights of Sovereigns.
reafon, was fo plagu’d with flies, that he was
not able to keep them off.  An honeft man paf-
fing by, and taking pity on him, offer’'d his fer-
vice to blow them off ; but the patient pray’d
him not to do it by any means, thinking it bet-
ter to bear with thofe that had already glutted
themlelves in his fores, than by driving them
off, to make way for new guefts, that might
come to his leg half ftarv’d, and fall on with-
out mercy. TothisI{halladd, that methinks
* a prince ought at leaft to have as much liberty
asa private perfon ; now, where is that mafter
of a family who does not appoint what ftew-
ard he pleafes 2 for by fo doing, his fervants
~ are better treated, as being govern’d accord-
ing to their mafter’s good pleafure ; and from
hence it follows, that the mafter is better ferv’d.
This decree is not in the leaft prejudicial to the
friers, but they are not willing to entertain a
good thought of it. The court of Rome it
felf has no reafon to complain of it, and ’tis
to be wifh'd, that other princes would imitate
the Venetians by publifhing the like decree.
I fhall conclude with this refleGtion, viz.
- that the lefler {pheres are regulated in their mo-
tion by that of the primum mobile : And there-
tore, as fince the time of Adrian VI. who fill'd
the chair in 1522, there has not been one Pope
who was not an [talian ; fo 1 find no difference
betwixt the law now publifh’d at Penice, and
the condu& of the court of Rome. K
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The Rights of Sovereigns. 355
himfelf to the king in a concife, but pithy
oration, to this purpofe : < Mithridates, fays
 he to him, if you think to do what you
< lift, you muft firft be fure that the Romans
< are nota match for you ; but till then, make
¢ no difficulty to obey their orders.”

Perhaps the champions of the court of Rome
will accufe me of relating thefe feveral paffages
of hiftory with a view only to juftify violence
and ufurpation ; but the charge would be very
unjuft, for I have had no other Aim than to
ftate the candor and civility of our condu in
its full light, and have only done what every
private man would do in his own cafe, name-

'ly, demonftrated the rights of the republic by
proofs and reafons, whereas to have gone after
the manner of princes, in the paths already
trodden by others, might have been the fhort-
eft and moft effectual way. If this affair ever
comes again upon the ftage, whatever I have
deliver'd cannot diminifh the merits of the
caufe, for the cafe isin truth fuch as I have de-
monftrated it to be, '
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heads s for now I muft, as Logicians do, bring
the matter to a fufficient divifion. ‘Either one
of thefe is fubje& to the other; or if not, both
of them are fubje& to one; or elfe they both re-
main fupreme, and neither by turns, nor any other
way, are fubje& to one another. He that will
aflere this laft will make a monfter of govern-
ment, that will not continue; and I believe that
for this very reafon England and Germany were not
able to keep in their former ftate. But he that
will go about to make both fubje& to one, if it
be to any humane Power, ’tis well, and I will not
difpute it, but fhall be fatisfied in it; buc if it
be to a divine power, he will never avoid the
monfter I was{peaking of- But if either be {ub-
je& to the other, ’tis well.
“ .Our Romanifts will have the royal power to be
fubjeét to the papal, and to make one chriftian
commonwealth, and the Pope to be head of it.
Whocver allows this, muft make Kings no more
than clients and beneficiaries ; nay farther do, by
their opinion, make them precarious tenants, that
hold of the Pope of Rome. For they think that
Kings may nor orly be deprived for their faults,
but for any other reafon of the Church’s profit
and good; wherein, as the Pope is made judge,
he only is the Prince, according to thefe prin-
cijics, that has majcity and fovereignty belong-
ing to him. And wiry ought I not to inler and argue
thus, when Pope Clement V did decree, that an
oath of iiiciity to him fhould be taken by the
Emperor? And you muft rot fay that this is a
fingular cafe concerning the Emperor, and that
other Kings fwear no fuch thing to the Pope ; for
then you will have to do with Bellaizine, who,
dputing at this time with his majeity of Great
B.itain, would have us think tha: there is I |‘mow
“ not
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